Limited Submissions Announcement
A limited submission opportunity is available from the National Science Foundation and has
been posted to the UTSA Limited Submission Opportunities webpage.
NSF Improving Undergraduate STEM Education: Hispanic-Serving Institutions (HSI
Program) Program Overview:
To enhance the quality of undergraduate STEM education at Hispanic-serving institutions
(HSIs), the National Science Foundation (NSF) established the Improving Undergraduate STEM
Education: Hispanic-Serving Institutions (HSI Program), in response to the Consolidated
Appropriations Act, 2017 (P.L. 115-31) and the American Innovation and Competitiveness Act
(P.L. 114-329). The HSI Program seeks to increase the retention and graduation rates of students
pursuing associate or baccalaureate degrees in science, technology, engineering, and
mathematics (STEM).
To focus the comments from the three virtual meetings, five priority areas earlier identified in a
listening session conducted in 2009 by the Quality Education for Minorities (QEM) Network
were used: (1) Student support; (2) Faculty support; (3) STEM curricula enhancement and
alignment; (4) Integration of research and education; and (5) Partnerships..
The HSI Program seeks to enhance the quality of undergraduate STEM education at HSIs and to
increase retention and graduation rates of undergraduate students pursuing degrees in STEM
fields at HSIs. In addition, the HSI Program seeks to build capacity at HSIs that typically do not
receive high levels of NSF grant funding.
The HSI Program supports standard and continuing grants that will:







Develop, implement, and test models for the retention of students advancing from lowerdivision courses to upper-division STEM coursework, including those transferring from a
two-year to a four-year institution.
Create evidence-based and evidence-generating approaches that increase the graduation
rates of students pursuing STEM associate or baccalaureate degrees at HSIs.
Enhance research that improves understanding of how to build faculty capacity and
student opportunities to conduct STEM research or STEM educational research at HSIs
through partnerships with other HSIs and organizations (e.g., federal laboratories,
research centers, industrial or business organizations, non-profit entities, etc.).
Increase knowledge about evidence-based approaches to engaged student learning and
how to broaden the participation of undergraduate students majoring in STEM disciplines
at HSIs.

Towards these ends, the HSI Program will accept proposals in two tracks: (1) Building Capacity
and (2) HSIs New to NSF. The Building Capacity track funds projects from $500K to $1.5M for
up to 5 years and is open to all eligible institutions and has three priority areas: Critical
Transitions; Innovative Cross-Sector Partnerships; and Research on Broadening Participation in
STEM. The HSIs New to NSF track funds projects up to $250K for up to 3 years and is open
only to eligible institutions that have never received NSF funding, or that have not received NSF
funding in the five years preceding the proposal deadline.
The HSI Program will also fund one Resource Hub project up to $3M for up to five years. The
Resource Hub will support the needs of HSIs with little or no prior NSF funding, such as
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assistance with proposal writing and financial compliance. In addition, the Resource Hub will
facilitate networking and professional development that build and strengthen collaborations
among HSIs.
Eligibility:




Eligible organizations for the HSI Program must be accredited and offer undergraduate
educational programs in STEM, and satisfy the HSI definition as specified in section 502
of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1101a), i.e., a) be an eligible institution;
and b) have an enrollment of undergraduate fulltime equivalent students that is at least 25
percent Hispanic students.
PI Eligibility (See Eligibility section of the solicitation for complete requirements):
o The Lead Principal investigator (PI) for a Track 1 proposal must be employed by
the eligible institution submitting the proposal.
o The Lead PI for a Track 2 proposal must be employed by the eligible institution
submitting the proposal and the institution must be either be an institution that has
never received NSF funding or an institution that has not received NSF funding in
the five years prior to the proposal deadline.
o The Lead PI for a Resource Hub proposal must be employed by the eligible
institution submitting the proposal. The Lead PI and co-Principal Investigators
(co-PIs) must include at least one member from a two-year eligible institution and
at least one member from a four-year eligible institution.
o Co-PIs for any proposal are not restricted to employees of eligible institutions
except for the requirement for Resource Hub proposals discussed above.

Application Limit:
An eligible institution can submit only one Track 1 or Track 2 proposal per year. However,
eligible institutions submitting a proposal to Track 1 or Track 2 may also submit a Resource Hub
proposal. An eligible institution can submit only one Resource Hub proposal.
Award Amount:
Track 1 Projects
Project length: Up to 5
years
Award size: $500,000 to
$1,500,000

Track 2 Projects
Project length: Up to 3
years
Award size: up to
$250,000

Resource Hub (only one
award is anticipated)
Project length: Up to 5
years
Award size: up to
$3,000,000

Timeline:
Limited Submission Application Due: January 10, 2018
Selection Notification: January 24, 2018
Proposal Due to Funder: March 6, 2018

Questions? Please reference the UTSA Limited Submissions website or contact
LimitedSubmissions@utsa.edu

